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MISSION STATEMENT

St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School is at the heart of a Christ centred community where every person’s uniqueness is celebrated with joy & truly valued.

We foster caring, supportive relationships based on mutual respect and love.

We embrace the different communities to which we all belong – home, school and parish, as well as our local, national and global families. 

When we welcome the child, we welcome the family. 
We strive for excellence in all we do; to be the best that we can be.
Overview
Developing and increasing pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematics is core to our curriculum. The National Curriculum for mathematics aims to ensure that all pupils become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics to solve problems, calculate and reason. This policy will underpin our work to ensure that all pupils are confident in each of the areas of mathematics including Number and Place Value; Addition and Subtraction; Multiplication and Division; Fractions; Measurement; Geometry and Statistics. It will ensure; high standards are achieved, that mathematics is taught well and that pupils make good progress at every stage. It will outline how we help children to approach maths with a positive attitude, to work independently, with confidence and enjoyment at an appropriate level, thereby enabling them to gain the mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding required for everyday life.

INTENT
· To promote enjoyment and enthusiasm for learning through practical activity, exploration and discussion;

· To ensure that the school’s suggested teaching sequence and guidelines for the delivery of the year groups’ objectives for mathematics are taught, thoroughly, systematically and progressively to all pupils by all staff. 
· To ensure that from the EYFS onwards, pupils are confident in their understanding and application of their basic skills in number and the number system and that they build upon their prior learning ay every stage. 

· To develop the ability to solve problems through decision making and reasoning in a range of contexts;

· To develop pupils’ confidence and skill in mental calculation methods to underpin their written methods as they explore the areas of mathematics and address increasingly complex problems. 

· To encourage children to use their increasing knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematics to investigate, ask questions and solve challenging problems

· To develop a practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered and presented;

· To explore features of shape and space, and develop measuring skills in a range of contexts;

· To understand the importance of using and applying maths in everyday life;

· To make certain that all children particularly those with special needs or disability; those who are ‘stuck’ and those finding it hard are well supported

· To develop an appreciation of the importance of logic and order in God’s world around them.

IMPLEMENTATION
· Within our school we celebrate the diverse achievements of all pupils. We provide, within each subject the support, resources, opportunities and challenges to enable each child to achieve their full potential. We provide planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests and develop self-esteem and use  a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs including those with SEND.
· Throughout the school there is a consistent approach to planning. All teachers plan from a long-term plan that supports the 2014 national Curriculum for Mathematics at Key Stages 1 and 2. The medium-term plan maps out 36 weeks for the delivery of the year groups’ objectives and curriculum coverage and a suggested teaching sequence.  From this, teachers draw up detailed weekly plans using a common planning format. Lessons are planned to include a range of teaching and learning strategies to capture children’s interest and to promote effective learning and progress. Planning is monitored and discussed with staff where necessary on a weekly basis by the math’s Leader. Daily math’s lessons of 1 hour are planned in Key Stage 2 and Key Stage 1.  Foundation Stage children work towards the Early Learning goals for mathematical Development. Children use a wide range of mathematical tools to support their learning, including practical equipment, and web-based resources, Children have the opportunity to develop their mathematical skills and understanding through tackling problems and develop a wide range of methods of mental and written calculation. They experience open ended as well as closed tasks and are involved in individual, paired and group work. Every class has specific resources to support using and applying and problem-solving activities. Challenging activities are planned for those whose ability and understanding are in advance of their peers
· We recognise that children develop their understanding of the different aspects of maths at different rates, and therefore grouping is fluid and based on prior attainment. It will involve some children practicing and consolidating learning, while others are deepening their understanding through challenge or extension, once an objective has been mastered. Differentiation is also planned for, where appropriate. Differentiation can be by task, outcome, support with additional resources or by adult support. Weekly homework is also clearly differentiated.
· There are agreed conventions for the marking of children’s work throughout the day. Marking should take place daily. Where possible teachers will provide oral feedback while children work to challenge misconceptions and move learning forward. Where errors occur, the teacher will mark with a C. This indicates a correction for the children to complete either before or during the lesson. 
· Children undertake informal tests of times tables weekly. Unit topics are assessed weekly and a tracking record of whether the objective has been met by individual children kept. Children complete AQA tests in September, December and June. These assess their progress towards meeting yearly expectations and are also used diagnostically to identify gaps in mathematical understanding. They also provide evidence towards Teacher summative assessment at the end of the academic year. This is recorded as working towards, meeting or exceeding expectations.
· Parents have the opportunity to discuss their child’s progress in mathematics in November at parent’s evening and July at parent’s drop-in, though there is an open door policy whereby parents are welcome to come and discuss concerns with teachers.Progress reports are completed at the end of Spring 2 and more detailed reports are completed before the end of the summer term.  Teachers use the information gathered from their termly assessments to help them comment on individual children’s progress.
· Parents are invited into school in November to look at their children’s work. School provides an online resource to develop times tables skills, which can be supported by parents. It is our school policy to provide parents and carers with opportunities to work with their children at home.  Homework is set weekly and re-enforces the children’s learning in maths that week.
· The mathematics leader has designated time for the weekly monitoring of plans.  This time is used to monitor and evaluate the quality and standards of mathematics throughout the school and enables the leader to support teachers in their planning. Books are scrutinised every term to evaluate the quality of work and lesson observations take place annually, though teachers can be observed informally by the maths leader or headteacher on any occasion. In addition, work is moderated against yearly objectives with a different domain as a focus every term.
· Every classroom is equipped with a range of practical equipment which is regularly updated. In addition, a range of computer programs are available for use on the interactive whiteboards or in the IT suite. Every class has specific resources to support Using and Applying activities. The Nursery has an appropriate range of games and equipment. All other resources are kept in the Lower Junior Corridor. 

· Provision is made for the mathematical development of staff through whole school training and to address the individual needs of teachers and support staff.

· The maths leader has an action plan which reflects whole school priorities in the school development plan.
· The designated maths Governor is Phil Murphy.  He visits the school regularly and when possible, observes some daily maths lessons. The maths leader reports to the Board of Governors every term and to the Curriculum committee.

IMPACT
This policy will ensure that all pupils become fluent and competent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including the varied and regular practice of increasingly complex problems over time. They will be enabled to reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, understanding relationships and generalisations, and developing an argument, justification or proof using mathematical language. Effective teaching will ensure that they can solve problems by applying their mathematics with increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions. As pupils progress through the school they will become increasingly confident mathematicians. This policy should be read in conjunction with other key policies including; assessment, teaching and learning, special needs and equal opportunities, deployment of support staff, Teaching and Learning, homework, marking and performance Management
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