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St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School

Modern Foreign Languages Policy

MISSION STATEMENT

St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School is at the heart of a Christ centered community where every person’s uniqueness is celebrated with joy & truly valued.

We foster caring, supportive relationships based on mutual respect and love.

We embrace the different communities to which we all belong – home, school and parish, as well as our local, national and global families.

When we welcome the child, we welcome the family.

We strive for excellence in all we do.
1. Introduction

1.1 
In our school we teach a foreign language to all Key Stage 2 children, following the aims and objectives of the National Curriculum.  We do this for several reasons. Firstly, we believe that many children really enjoy learning to speak another language. Secondly, we also believe that the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster the language in question is acquired. We also believe that it is a good idea to introduce a new language to children when they are at primary school, as they tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development. It is widely believed that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates the learning of other foreign languages later in life. 

2 
Aims and objectives
2.1 
The aims and objectives of learning a modern foreign language in primary school are:

· to foster an interest in learning other languages;

· to introduce young children to another language in a way that is enjoyable and fun;

· to make young children aware that language has structure, and that the structure differs from one language to another;

· to help children develop their awareness of cultural differences in other countries;

· to develop their speaking and listening skills;

· to lay the foundations for future study.

· to develop their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. There is an early emphasis on listening and speaking activities with reading and writing skills being introduced gradually, during Year 3, and continuing throughout KS2 as children progress.
3 
The curriculum

3.1 
French is the modern foreign language that we teach in our school to Y3 – Y6.  We have a Key Stage 2 French afternoon each year and celebrate the International Day of Languages.  
3.2 
The curriculum we follow is based on the Rigolo scheme of work. We teach the children to know and understand how to:
· engage in conversations: ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others
· use correct pronunciation and intonation
· memorise words
· interpret meaning
· understand basic grammar
· work in pairs and groups, and communicate in the other language;

· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding

· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences and to express ideas clearly

· children are read well known stories such as The Hungry Caterpillar. 
· look at life in another culture, including other Francophone countries.
4
Teaching and learning style 
4.1
We use a variety of techniques to encourage the children to have an active engagement in the modern foreign language: these include games, role-play and songs (particularly action songs). We often use puppets and soft toys to demonstrate the foreign language.  We frequently use mime to accompany new vocabulary in the foreign language, as this serves to demonstrate the foreign language without the need for translation. We emphasise the listening and speaking skills over the reading and writing skills. We also use a multi-sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we try to introduce a physical element into some of the games, as we believe that this serves to reinforce memory. We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as possible, as we realise that this approach serves to develop a positive attitude in the children to the learning of modern foreign languages. We build children’s confidence through constant praise for any contribution they make in the foreign language, however tentative.  Certificates and stickers are frequently given out to the children as praise.  
5 
Assessment

5.1
We assess the children to ensure that they make good progress in this subject. This is done informally during the lessons to evaluate what the children have learned. Assessment is in four key areas:

· listening and responding;

· speaking;

· reading and responding;

· writing

Children’s achievement is recorded on school’s end of unit topic sheets, half-termly. At the end of each year children’s achievement is used to inform statements to give an end of year judgement: below age related expectations, expected age related expectations or exceeding age-related expectations.  Parents are given an attainment and effort grade for MFL at the end of the year.  
6
Monitoring and review

6.1
The role of the MFL co-ordinator is:

· Renew, update and oversee the audit of resources needed to deliver the curriculum

· Monitor and evaluate the learning and teaching of MFL
· Develop assessment and record keeping ensuring progression and continuity

· Keep abreast of developments in the teaching and learning of MFL. 
6.2 
We will share our children’s modern foreign language experience at transition with high schools, should they request this information.
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