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Inclusion Statement

Within our school we celebrate the diverse achievements and abilities of all pupils. We aim to provide
within each subject the support, resources, opportunities and challenges to enable each child to
achieve their full potential. We meet the needs of our children through:

e Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and
interests, and develop self esteem.

e Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs

e Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children to help them to learn
effectively

¢ Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is
valued

e Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping

¢ Planning challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of
their peers

e  Monitoring children’s progress and taking action to provide support as necessary.

Aims

At St Peter’s, we aim to equip the children with the knowledge, understanding and
skills that enable them to make the sort of choices that lead to a healthy lifestyle. Our
drugs education programme has the primary objective of helping children to become
more confident and responsible young people. We teach children about the dangers
to health posed by drug taking and we aim to equip them with the social skills that
enable them to make informed moral and social decisions ion relation to drugs in
society.

In accordance with these values, this policy aims to set out the school’s approach to
teaching and learning about drugs and [school’s] management of situations involving
drugs. National guidance (DfES/92/2004) and the local Drug and Alcohol Education
Guidance have informed the policy for Schools (2003).

The objectives of our drugs education programme are:

e To provide children with knowledge and information about legal and illegal
drugs and both the beneficial and harmful effects they can have on people’s
lives

e To enable children to discuss moral questions related to drug taking, and so
provide a safe environment for young people to share their thoughts and ideas

e To help children to become more self-confident so that they are able to make
sensible and informed decisions about their lives

e To let children know what they should do if they come across drugs, or are
aware of other people misusing drugs

e To help children respect their own bodies and, in so doing, reduce the
likelihood that they will be persuaded to become involved in drug abuse.

e To show that taking drugs is a moral issue, and that choices about drugs are
moral choices.

e To ensure that all children are taught about drugs in a consistent manner,
following guidelines that have been agreed by parents, governors and staff.



Drugs education is a whole- school issue, and opportunities to teach about the
importance of living a healthy lifestyle occur throughout the curriculum. If the need
arises, class teachers will answer questions about drugs sensitively and
appropriately, as they occur. In Y6 science lessons we teach children what a drug is,
and how drugs are used in medicine. Drugs education is part of our PHSE provision.

Children are encouraged to ask questions and reflect on the dangers of drug misuse.
They explore issues such as why people take drugs and how they can avoid putting
themselves in danger in the future. Children are given the opportunity to talk in groups
or to the whole class. Circle time is often used as a forum for discussing these issues
sensitively. We encourage the children to listen to the views of others, and we ask
them to explore why drugs are such a problem for society.

As children move up the school, emphasis is placed on personal responsibility, and
we aim to provide children with strategies to cope with potentially dangerous
situations and to make sensible, informed decisions.

Drugs on School Premises

St Peter’s is a no-smoking site at all times.

Medicines are safely stored and administered per our Supporting children with
medical conditions policy.

At St Peter’s Catholic Primary School, the wishes of parents are considered carefully,
we try to ensure that parents are aware of how we deal with drug issues and we are
available for consultation at curriculum evenings to give support and advice.

Parents and carers are contacted as soon as the school has evidence of the
involvement of pupils with unauthorised drugs.

There needs to be sensitivity to the possibility that parents or carers may themselves
be involved with drug use in a way that raises issues of child protection
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