
 

Year 4 Autumn 2 History – Stalybridge in the Past 

Learning objectives for this topic   Key vocabulary  Key places and people 

• To place the Victorians on a timeline and 
consider 

• what life was like in this period 

• To compare Stalybridge in the past to the 
present.  

• To research significant local people. 

• To be able to compare modern and 
Victorian schooling. 

• To write extracts from diaries 
 
 

 

The Victorians – The Victorians lived during the reign of Queen 
Victoria (1837 to 1901). This was known as the Victorian era.  
 
Queen Victoria –She was queen from 1837 until 1901. Prince 
Albert- Prince Albert was the husband of Queen Victoria. They 
were married for 21 years until his death in 1861.  
 
The Industrial Revolution – A period of change in the way 
products were made. During this time, many factories were built 
which began making large numbers of things using machines 
powered by engines.  
 
Transport - ways of travelling around, including roads, railways, 
undergrounds, and ships. Railways expanded hugely under the 
Victorians.  
 
The workhouse – A building where very poor people in Britain 
used to work in exchange for food and shelter. 
  
Ragged Schools – Schools set up for poor children.  
 
Slates – Used for writing with a slate pencil in schools during the 
Victorian era instead of pencil and paper.  
 
Abacus – A wooden frame with beads on. It was used to help 
children with their counting and sums. 

 
Blue Plaques- A blue plaque is a permanent sign installed in a 
public place in the United Kingdom to commemorate a link 
between that location and a famous person, event, or former 
building on the site, serving as a historical marker. 
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Stalybridge Market Hall (Now Civic 
Centre) 
Samuel Laycock 
 
John Frederick Cheetham 
 
Jospeh Rayner Stephens 
 
Beatrix Potter 
 
 

Key learning questions 

Who were the Victorians? 
 
How has Stalybridge changed since the 
Victorian era? 
 
Who has been given a blue plaque and 
why? 
 
How can we judge who should be given a 
blue plaque? 
 
What was it like to be a child in the 
Victorian times? 
 
 

 

 


