The Church’s Year

The Liturgical Year

There are four seasons in the year – spring, summer, autumn and winter. The Church has seasons too. We call this the Liturgical Year. It celebrates the events in the life of Jesus.
From the time the Apostles, Christians gathered together on the fist day of the week, the day of the resurrection of Jesus. We call Sunday the Lord’s Dar. Throughout the year, in between Sundays, there are various feasts of Jesus, Mary our Mother and Saints.#
The Liturgical Calendar
[image: ]In the Church’s year there are five seasons: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter and Ordinary Time. Each season has its own colour. 
The Liturgical Colours
The priest usually wears vestments to match the colour of the season. During Advent and Lent the priest wears purple. This is a sign of waiting, preparing and penance.
For Christmas and Easter the priest wears white and sometimes gold vestments. We celebrate joyful times in the life of Jesus.
Ordinary time, For most of the year we are in Ordinary Time; we see the priest wearing green, the colour of hope, in our church. This is a time when we can try to grow closer to God by doing the ordinary things in our lives really well.
On certain occasions, the priest will wear red vestments although red does not have a whole season. Pentecost is a feast when red is worn because the colour reminds us of the firs which was the sign of the Holy Spirit. On the feast days of saints who were also martyrs, the priest wears red vestments.
We celebrate New Year on 1st January. This is when we might make New Year resolutions, start a new diary or hang up a new calendar. When you move into a new class, you are beginning a new year but this school year begins in September.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Church’s year begins on the First Sunday of Advent which is at the end of November or the beginning of December. You can see how the seasons of the Church’s year follow each other and fit in with the months of the year in the seasons’ wheel diagram.
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