English

Poems – Clerihews and Limericks

This week in English we are looking at poetry. There is a famous poem called Leisure by W.H. Davies to read and answer some comprehension questions on. Some of the questions are harder than others. Use the sheet that challenges you to think about the poem. It doesn’t matter whether it’s the harder or easier sheet as long as you’re thinking about the words and meaning behind this poem. When it was written it was describing how busy life usually is and how we rarely have time to take pleasure in the simpler things in life. Hopefully everyone is getting some time to do that now. They are times to treasure so try to enjoy these moments with your family as I’m sure the world will be a busy and hectic place again before very long.

I’ve attached a PowerPoint that explains and guides you through Limericks. There are planning sheets attached to help you create your own. If you’re feeling more confident you can use the sheet with less scaffolding. If you aren’t feeling as confident, use the sheets that give you a little more support. Again, I’d be delighted to read your compositions when we return.

The second type of poem we’re looking at is a clerihew. This is a poem about a person which is supposed to be humorous but not cruel. It has a four-line structure where the first two lines rhyme and the last two lines rhyme (AA BB). The first line usually names the poem’s subject and the line length and metre (basic rhythmic pattern) are often irregular. 

I’ve included a little model sheet explaining the structure and how you can get away with near rhymes. I thought I’d have a go with the one below:

In the summer Mr Gould will race,
On the field it will take place.
Alfie says he’ll be too fast,
And Mr Gould will come in last!

[bookmark: _GoBack]I look forward to reading yours and don’t feel like you have to get it right first time. I played around with mine a lot once I’d had the initial idea. Writing is as much about editing and rewriting as it is about your initial effort!
