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Hough Hill Road

Stalybridge

Cheshire

SK15 2HB  

Telephone no: 0161 338 3303
Dear Parents

This booklet contains information about the policies and procedures currently followed in school.  We hope that you will find the contents useful and interesting.

We look forward to welcoming your child into school, and to working in partnership with you to make your child’s years here happy and fruitful ones.

Regards 


Elaine Summersgill


Headteacher
MISSION STATEMENT

St. Peter’s Catholic Primary School is at the heart of a Christ centred community where every person’s uniqueness is celebrated & truly valued.

We promote caring, supportive relationships based on mutual respect, and nurture the partnership between home, school and parish. When we welcome the child, we welcome the family.                                                We aim for excellence in all we do.

ST.PETER’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, STALYBRIDGE
ADMISSIONS POLICY FOR SCHOOL 2018 
St. Peter’s is a Catholic Primary School under the trusteeship of the Diocese of Shrewsbury.  It is maintained by Tameside Authority.  As a Voluntary Aided School, the Governing Body is the Admissions Authority and is responsible for taking decisions on applications for admissions. 

            The Catholic faith and the teachings of the Catholic church have an essential role in school life and influence every aspect of the curriculum.  
            We ask all parents applying for a place here to respect this ethos and its importance to the school community.  This does not affect the right of 
            parents who are not of the faith of this school to apply for and be considered for a place here.

            The co-ordination of admissions arrangements is undertaken by the Local Authority. For the school’s year commencing September 2018, the 
            Governing Body has set its admissions number at 30      

            ADMISSIONS TO THE SCHOOL will be made by the Governing Body.  All preferences listed on the Local Authority Preference Form will be 
            considered on an equal basis with the following set of ADMISSIONS CRITERIA forming a priority order where there are more applications for 
            admissions than the school has places available. 
Children with statements of special educational needs, where the school is named, will be allocated places before the oversubscription criteria 
are applied. 
1) Baptised Catholic Looked After Children and previously Looked After Children 
2) Baptised Catholic children who have a sibling in the school at the time of admission
3) Baptised Catholic children resident in that part of the parish of Ss Peter & Raphael formerly   known as  St. Peter’s, Stalybridge    

4) Baptised Catholic children resident in that part of the parish of Ss Peter & Raphael formerly known as St. Raphael’s. 
5) Baptised Catholic children from other parishes
6) Non Catholic  Looked After Children and previously Looked After Children 
7) Non Catholic children who have a sibling in the school at the time of admission
8) Other children.
For categories 1-5, a valid certificate of Catholic baptism is required to establish faith of child. We also require proof of address to confirm residency of parish. This proof must be supplied by TBA to school. Priority cannot be given to children without this supplementary information.  
NOTES

a) All applicants will be considered at the same time and after the closing date for admissions which is TBA.
b) A Looked After Child is a child who is (a) in the care of a Local Authority, or (b) being provided with accommodation by a Local Authority in the exercise of their Social Services functions (under section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).  A previously Looked After Child is one who immediately moved on from that status after becoming subject to an adoption, residence or special guardianship order.

c) For a child to be considered as a Catholic evidence of a Catholic Baptism will be required. Baptismal certificates must be forwarded to the school by the closing date. A Baptism already booked and confirmed by parish priest will be accepted as evidence.  If the baptism does not take place then the  Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw the offer of a school place

d) It is the duty of governors to comply with regulations on class size limits at Key Stage One. The GB may exceed the regulations for twins, siblings in the same year group and children from multiple births where one of the children is the 30th child admitted. 

e) If in any category there are more applications than places available, priority will be given on the basis of distance from home to school.  Distance will be measured in a straight line from the front door of the child’s home address (including the community entrance to flats) to the main entrance of the school using the Local Authority’s computerised measuring system with those living nearer to the school having priority.  In the event of distances being the same for 2 or more applicants where this distance would be last place/s to be allocated, the place will be allocated to the pupil that is nearer using walking distance as measured using the local authority’s school admissions data mapping software.

f) The address from which distance will be measured will be the permanent residential address, at the time of the closing date of application, of the parent with whom the child is normally resident.  Where a child lives with parents with shared responsibility, each for part of a week, the home address is the address from which the child travels to school for the majority of school days per week.   If the number of days is exactly equal the home address will be that of the parent who receives the Child Benefit

Parents are asked to provide TWO documents from the list below as proof of address: 

· Mortgage statement*

· Tenancy Agreement or letter from landlord*

· Council Tax statement* 
· Benefit statements*
· Recent utility bill (gas, electricity, land-line phone bill but not a mobile phone bill)**
· Letter from a solicitor confirming exchange of contracts on a residence**
(* issued within last 12 months                  ** issued within last 3 months)
Please note school will contact the LA and other services for any applicant where school needs further proof. 
g) Sibling is defined as a brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step brother or sister, or the child of the parent/carer’s partner where the child for whom the school place is sought is living in the same family unit at the same address as that sibling.

h) A waiting list for children who have not been offered a place will be kept and will be ranked according to the Admission Criteria.  Parents will be informed of their child’s position on the waiting list which will not be operated for longer than the end of the Autumn Term.

i) For ‘In Year’ applications received outside the normal admissions round and if places are available then children qualifying under the published criteria will be admitted. Direct application to school can now be made under this heading.  If there are places available but more applicants than places then the published oversubscription criteria will be applied.  

j) If an application for admission has been turned down by the Governing Body, parents can appeal to an Independent Appeals Panel.  Parents must be allowed at least twenty school days from the date of notification that their application was unsuccessful to submit that appeal.  Parents must give reasons for appealing in writing and the decision of the Appeals Panel is binding on the Governors.
k) Children are eligible for a Reception place from the beginning of the school year in which they become 5 years old.  However they do not become of compulsory school age until the start of the term after their fifth birthday.  Parents may therefore request that their school place be deferred until later in the school year.  However they cannot defer entry beyond the beginning of the term after the child’s fifth birthday, nor beyond the school year for which the original application was accepted.  Parents can also request that their child attends on a part time basis until the child reaches compulsory school age. 
l)    The process for seeking admission for a child outside their normal age group

· Parents must submit in writing any request before the normal time of application, 

· Application must be by letter to the Governing Body, stating all reasons for the request, which must be submitted for consideration before the start of the opening of the application period for admissions into Reception. This is in order to give the Headteacher and the Governing Body sufficient time to properly evaluate all considerations and implications, to seek further information if necessary and to allow for an application to be included with the normal age-group, if application for deferment is turned down

· The Governing Body will respond by letter, setting out reasons for their decision

· If the parental request is agreed this does not  mean a place will be offered for the next round of admissions; the application will be considered for the following round of admissions along with all other applications for that year and normal admissions criteria will be applied 

· All decisions are final and there is no appeal process

m) The Governing Body reserve the right to withdraw the offer of a school place where false evidence is received in relation to baptism, sibling connections or place of residence.

Please note that Admission arrangements for Nursery are different and having a place in Nursery does not guarantee a place in Reception
Charging Policy

Introduction

All education during school hours is free with the exception of individual or group music tuition (see below). 

School trips/visits & activities during school time - voluntary contribution

When organising school activities, trips or visits which enrich the curriculum and educational experience of the children, the school invites parents/carers to contribute

to the cost. All contributions are voluntary. If sufficient voluntary contributions are

not made a proposed event would be cancelled unless school is able to cover the shortfall arising from parents/carers unwilling or unable to make a voluntary contribution. 

If the event does proceed each child would be allowed to participate fully without discrimination irrespective of contribution circumstances.

Parents/Carers have a right to know how each individual trip is funded. The school provides this information on request.

The following is a list of additional activities sometimes organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive: visits to museums; sporting activities – sometimes involving transport expenses; outdoor adventure activities; visits to the theatre; musical events.

Parents/Carers will be given reasonable advanced notice of proposed visits/ activities. Staged payments may be arranged where contributions are significant.

Residential visits – Charges

If the school organises a residential visit in school time or mainly school time we make

a charge to cover the costs and invite parents to make voluntary contributions to meet these costs associated with the visit. Parents/Carers who receive specific state benefits 

are exempt from charges for board and lodgings (details of these exemptions will be given when parents are first notified of an intended residential visit). Should not 

enough voluntary contributions be collected, school will be obliged to cancel the trip. 

Parents/Carers will be given advanced notice of proposed residential visits, with an early indication of charges, voluntary contribution requests and exemptions. Staged payments may be arranged where contributions are significant.

Music tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.

Visiting music teachers offer individual or small group music tuition at the school 

which is additional to the National Curriculum. We give parents information about availability of this facility at the start of each academic year and a charge is made for these lessons.  Parents/Carers who receive specific state benefits are exempt from

charges for music tuition – details will be provided at the time that tuition is offered. 

Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for children in Key Stage 2. These take place 

in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity or for associated transport costs. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place, and we ask parents for their written permission for their child to take part 
in swimming lessons.

Nursery 

School charges parents weekly for children’s snacks. Parents are asked for a voluntary contribution for additional activities. 

Out of School clubs and activities

The school offers a range of out-of-school clubs – and reserves the right to charge for such sessions to cover the cost of provision where those activities are not directly aimed at providing educational benefit to pupils.

Childcare

Parents/Carers will be responsible for meeting full costs for childcare provided by 

school or by a partner working with school, including any transport costs for supervised transfer. Parents/Carers may be eligible for financial support towards childcare costs 

eg: through Working Tax Credits.  The school will aim to promote financially self-sustainable childcare with full regard to existing provision within the locality.

Transport to Extra-Curricular Activities 

Parents/Carers may be charged to cover the transport expenses associated with of the 

trip an extra-curricular activity.  Charges for transport will be strictly based on covering actual costs (as defined in legislation) with no profit element.

Loss of/ Damage to School Property

Parents/Carers may be asked to meet the costs of repair/replacement of school property lost or damaged as a result of a pupil’s misbehaviour.

NURSERY UNIFORM

Nursery Boys

Yellow Polo shirt with logo *



Navy sweatshirt with logo *

Grey trousers or navy jogging pants (any high street store)

Grey shorts (optional in summer term) with polo shirt and sweatshirt
Black shoes (no logos/stripes/flashing lights/trainers)

Plain grey socks
Fleece with logo (optional item of uniform) *
Pair of wellington boots

School book bag *
Nursery Girls

Yellow Polo shirt with logo *
Navy sweatshirt / cardigan with logo *

Grey trousers or navy jogging pants (any high street store)

Grey Pinafore / skirt (any high street store)

Sky blue / navy and white gingham dress (summer term)
Black shoes (no kitten hells/ballet pumps/slip on shoes/logos/stripes/flashing lights)

Plain white or grey socks and grey tights in winter (optional in winter term)
Fleece with logo (optional item of uniform) *
Pair of wellington boots

Plain headbands / hair bands – in school colours

School book bag *

All items marked * have the official school logo embroidered on them
Uniform suppliers

Our two official uniform stockists are JFC Sports, Unit 8, Redfern Industrial Estate, Hyde or MCS Uniform shop 32, Market Street, Ashton-under-lyne.   Alternatively view our school website for details of stockists.www.stpeterstalybridge.co.uk and links to websites.

Earrings/Nail varnish
From September 2014 the wearing of earrings will not be allowed under any circumstances. Nail varnish is not permitted.

Hair styles  

Please note that children should not have extreme or bizarre hairstyles for school. To try and clarify a potentially subjective judgement for parents the following would deem to be unacceptable: shaved sides, shaved all over, tramlines, hair art, dyed hair and hair gel.  This also includes incorporated shapes. In other words hair should be a similar length all over, avoiding extreme differences of length of hair.  Should school deem any hair style unacceptable then staff will speak to parents of younger children and ask them to amend hair style if possible and avoid this in the future. Staff will talk to older children first and then inform parents. If parents are unwilling to adhere to school policy then children will be taught in isolation until the issue is resolved.

Please ensure that ALL items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name. 

CURRICULUM

We follow the EYFS, which ensures that each child is fully prepared

for entry into Reception Class.

The Nursery is divided into different areas of learning, ensuring that all 

children experience some language, mathematical, scientific 

and creative activities daily.

PARENT PARTNERSHIP

We work in close conjunction with parents and take seriously any concerns that may arise.  

The children rarely have problems settling in, but it is helpful for us to know if there

is anything worrying or upsetting your child.

ICT Room – The children learn basic computer skills, mouse control, drag and drop 

and how to operate simple mathematical, language and art programmes.

Role Play Area – The focus of this is changed according to the topic being studied e.g. sometimes it can be a home corner with dolls and small furniture, at other times it 

could be a café, shop etc.

Quiet Room – This is where we gather together each day to pray, enjoy stories, play mathematical games, learn to differentiate between sounds and to compose music and stories.

Sand, Water and Dough – The children learn in an enjoyable way by filling and pouring, measuring, modelling and mark making, using a variety of equipment.   There is always a focus to their learning experiences.

Small World and Construction – The children learn how to build with different sized bricks and to play in an imaginative way with cars, trains and play people.  This can involve problem-solving activities, and mathematical activities. It also encourages language for communication.

Mark Making and Book Corner – A variety of materials are available such as felt pens, different types of crayons, pencils, scissors, rulers etc.  The children are encouraged to begin to recognise and write their own names and eventually to be able to compile simple lists, registers and to record their own stories using sounds and pictures.  In the book corner the children can sit in a comfortable and relaxed way sharing and enjoying both fiction and non-fiction books. They learn how to sequence and tell stories using props.

Work Shop – A variety of different materials are available for planning and model making.  As the time in Nursery progresses, the children produce models of increasing perplexity.

Mathematical Area – Shape sorting and matching, problem solving and adding and counting activities are all available for the children to experience. Children also learn how to make comparisons of length and weight.

Understanding of the World – The children are supported in developing the knowledge, skills and understanding that help them to make sense of the world. Opportunities are available for them to learn about creatures, people, plants and objects in their natural environment. They will take part in investigations and experiments and learn the skills needed for using a computer. These activities take place inside and outside.

Discipline - Children who can sit quietly and listen carefully always make good progress.  We encourage help and co-operation and praise the children for their efforts.  Occasionally the children may need to be disciplined in a fair and firm manner, through discussion and a short time in the thinking area.
Healthy Eating - In September 2002, we entered into partnership with Tameside to promote healthy eating and good dental healthcare.  This has proved to be very successful and has encouraged the children to drink milk, eat more fruit and to experience a range of foods that do not contain sugar.

Trips - Each term the children visit a place of local interest e.g. the park and the Gorse Hall Trail.  In addition to this, we usually visit a farm and enjoy a day out at a child-centred place of interest.  Where possible, parents are welcome to accompany us.

Clothing - In addition to our school uniform, we ask you to provide a pair of 

Wellingtons so that the children are able to play out when the ground is wet.

Outdoor Learning – Each day, we take the children out for a variety of activities.  These may include ball games, dance, stopping and starting activities, balancing, ring games and playing on wheeled toys.  These activities often have a creative, mathematical or language focus.

Progress –The children’s interests are taken into account when activities are planned. We encourage each child to be a careful listener and an efficient learner. You are welcome to discuss your child’s progress with us at any time.  In addition to this we hold a parent’s evening in January and we send out a full report in July.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Morning Nursery starts at 8:55am and finishes at 11:55am.

We ask for a weekly contribution of £2.50 per week to cover the costs of snacks, along with an additional voluntary contribution of £1.00 to pay for visitors who offer chargeable curriculum enhancements.  
Should your child fall ill during the day, we will contact you.  We 

should therefore be grateful if you could notify us of any change of 

address or contact telephone numbers.

At St. Peter’s Nursery, we offer a quality education, where we value all children, teaching them to care and share, reflecting the Catholic values in our Mission Statement.
We will strive to work in partnership with you to provide the best for your child.

  
  Mrs. K. Ryan




    Mrs. V. Edge
Nursery Teacher



Teaching Assistant
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